
The National Library of Scotland Bill was introduced to the Scottish Parliament on 26 
October 2011 and the Education and Culture Committee has been designated lead 
committee.   

Call for written evidence  

The Committee intends to take oral evidence on the Bill in February 2012 and 
publish its report to the Parliament on the Bill’s general principles in early March.  

In preparation for this, the Committee is inviting interested parties to submit their 
written views on the proposals contained within the Bill and their likely impact, and to 
flag up any particular areas of concern. The Committee would also be interested to 
hear about any issues that respondents feel may have been omitted from the Bill.  

The closing date for written submissions is Friday 20 January 2012.    
 
Aims of the Bill 

The Bill’s Policy Memorandum states that the Bill will— 
   

 Bring NLS’s governance arrangements, enacted in 1925, into line with 
those of many other public bodies. The governance provisions set out for 
the National Galleries of Scotland and the National Museums of Scotland 
in the National Heritage (Scotland) Act 1985 and for Creative Scotland, in 
the Public Services Reform (Scotland) Act 2010, have been the starting 
point for many of the provisions in this Bill.  

 Provide the basis to enable NLS to continue to evolve and realise its 
ambitions as a modern organisation.  

 Provide clarity as to the functions of NLS; update arrangements for the 
relationship with the Faculty of Advocates and its Library; set out the 
powers available to the NLS and in particular how it manages its 
collections through acquisitions, deposits, disposals and loans.  

 Recognise the importance of NLS and the national collections it holds on 
behalf of the people of Scotland. 

 
The Scottish Government has produced a policy memorandum and explanatory 
notes to accompany the Bill, all of which are available on the Parliament’s website. 
 
Submitting Written evidence  
 
Written evidence should be submitted in word version, be no more than four sides of 
A4 paper and e-mailed to ec.committee@scottish.parliament.uk by Friday 20 
January 2012. 
 
You should refer to the Scottish Parliament’s policy for handling written evidence 
received in response to calls for evidence (pdf 15kb).  Written submissions will be 
handled in accordance with this policy. 
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The Committee expects to take oral evidence in February 2012 on the general 
principles of the Bill. 
 
The Committee is required to report to the Parliament by March 2012. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


